
Rutherford County, NC 
Record of Estates 

1835-140 
Henry Pettit Sr. 

 

Background Information 

The 1838 will of Henry Pettit Sr., of Rutherford Co., NC had been widely distributed among 
researchers for years.  The fact that he left a will meant that there should have been some 
associated probate records, yet we had no copy in circulation.  After reviewing the relevant 
microfilm in search of the probate records, two things were apparent:  1) There were no 
probate records for Henry Pettit Sr. on the microfilm; 2) There appeared to be a gap in all the 
Rutherford Co. probate records from 1835-1840.  Suspecting a record loss of some sort, in 
2021, I wrote to The Genealogical Society of Old Tryon County to inquire if they knew the 
reason for the loss.  I received a surprising response from Mr. Miles Philbeck, editor of the 
Bulletin of the Genealogical Society of Old Tryon County. 

Mr. Philbeck stated that these records were not lost, but for reasons unknown, the particular 
record book they were in was skipped over when the records were originally microfilmed.  
The digital records available online were based on the microfilm so they are missing there as 
well.  The original book is safely intact in the state archives Raleigh., NC.  Mr. Philbeck was 
aware of this because he had photographed the entire volume and abstracted it for their 
genealogical society.  He was kind enough to send me copies of all the pages which were 
relevant to the estate of Henry Pettit Sr.  They are presented below.   
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